THE FUTURE OP  THE HADHRAMAUT

and that development will make strange changes in society must be expected.
To-day the man of wealth is the remittance man: to-morrow the hard-
working, agricultural classes may find themselves -better off. Where
influence in the future will lie no man can tell, but it is likely that it will lie
neither with violpnce nor superstition. It is a grave business undertaking
the regeneration of a country, but the benefits of peace, of ordered Govern-
ment, of education and of science must be at the disposal of those who want
them. How they use them must depend to some extent on how they are
introduced to them, but mainly on themselves under the Providence of
God, Whatever dangers there may be in the "benefits" of modern civiliza-
tion, it is certain that no man, if he wants them, may be denied access to
them. That does not mean that every effort should not be made to avoid
"spoiling" the country and its character and I think I have made it clear
that that is one of our primary aims.

It is an Arab country and Arab it must remain. It should never be
necessary for any large number of aliens to be in it either for administrative
or other reasons. Those of us who are there respect the customs and life
of the people. We do not set ourselves up as the rulers of the country
but merely try to pass on to them any experience or knowledge we have
which may be of value. If the week-end visitor of die future goes away
having seen Arabs dressed as Arabs and living in houses of Arab architecture
and does not find aidless outward and visible signs of European occupation
our labours will not have been in vain, and we who know it will hope
that inwardly and spiritually the character of the Arab has not suffered by
our presence.

One thing that will not change in the Hadkamaut will be the word
of God as it was revealed to the people by their Prophet, and I believe
-myself that, if they follow the spirit of their faith, there shall no harm come
tq them, *
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